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I. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order via Zoom by RSRPD Director Elaine 
Freeman at 5:32 p.m. In attendance were Simi Valley Historical Society President Linda 
Bosley and the following RSRPD Staff: Vice Chair Kate O'Brien, Strathearn Historical 
Park Specialist Carolyn Valdez, Director of Planning and Maintenance Wayne Nakaoka, 
and Administrative Secretary Barbara Meinel. Simi Valley Historical Society Treasurer 
Karen Olson joined the meeting at 5:33 p.m. 

II. PUBLIC DISCUSSION: None 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 1, 2021 MEETING: Ms. Bosley stated 
that she had noted two errors in Item XII. of the minutes. Line 6 should state "Ms. Valdez 
stated that there is already an audio tour of the park" (instead of Ms. Bosley), and line 13 
should say: "Ms. Bosley stated that" rather than "Ms. Bosley continued". Ms. Olson 
moved to approve the minutes as amended; Director O'Brien seconded the motion. The 
motion was passed with a unanimous vote. 

IV. UPDATE ON INSPECTION OF CHURCH AND GAZEBO ROOFS: Nakaoka stated that 
when he visited the park, he had not been able to go inside the buildings, but he did not 
notice any major issues with the church roof while observing it from the outside. He 
noticed a few shingles that might be uplifted. Ms. Bosley responded that she had been at 
Strathearn on Saturday and saw some shingles that were missing from the church roof. She 
stated that she will send pictures of the missing church shingles to him. 

Nakaoka did state that he saw a few shingles, probably about eight, that need to be repaired 
on the gazebo, and the gazebo should also be painted. 



Director Freeman asked if Nakaoka will be going back out to Strathearn again to inspect 
the roofs, and he responded that he will probably meet there with Building Maintenance 
Supervisor Mendez sometime next week. 

V. TERMITE REPORT FOR STRATHEARN HISTORICAL PARK: Nakaoka told the 
Committee that the Park District does have the written report for Strathearn, but he does 
not have copies to distribute this evening. The company that did the inspection (Premium 
Termite and Pest Control) did not find termites in the buildings, but they did find termites 
in the two Wood Ranch barns and the pitting shed. There are some termite issues in the 
pitting shed and one of the barns, but the large barn has an extensive termite problem. He 
does not yet know the recommendations from the termite company. 

Ms. Bosley responded that she has seen termite evidence in the Visitors' Center behind the 
furniture, and asked if the inspector had looked behind the furniture. She said you can see 
little piles ( at least three) where the termites have been chewing along the wall in the 
Exhibit Area. Ms. Bosley added that she will send pictures of the termite damage to 
Nakaoka for his review. 

VI. UPDATE ON PRINTZ/POWELL COLONY HOUSE WINDOWS AND DOORS: 
Nakaoka stated that he does not yet have anything to report on the windows and doors. He 
was not able to get inside the buildings on the day he was at the park, but he suspects that 
the upper windows probably don't open and close. 

VII. ADOBE ROOF REPLACEMENT- MEMBRANE FOR LOCATION WHERE ADOBE 
WALL MEETS STRATHEARN HOUSE WOOD FRAMING: Nakaoka told the 
Committee that the contractor will start on the adobe roof replacement project next week, 
probably on March 9, depending on weather conditions. Ms. Bosley said they believe the 
leak is coming from where the adobe house and the Stratheam house meet, and they should 
be able to verify that once the roof comes off the adobe. You have an adobe wall that abuts 
a wood frame wall and they suspect that this is where the water gets in. She added that she 
has been told by various roofers that there is a rubberized type of membrane that can be 
put over this area to seal it. The membrane gets heated and then it shrink-wraps and adheres 
to the structures to keep moisture out. She further stated that it is a common thing that 
roofers do where two structures abut each other. Nakaoka stated that Landscape Designer 
Duran's plan has a reglet included, which is a piece of metal that goes along the wall. It 
will be screwed into the Strathearn House and then it flashes in an L shape to protect the 
gap, and the roof is put on top of that. Nakaoka stated that you will see the metal piece 
along the wall. Per the City's building code, the flashing must be used. Ms. Bosley 
responded that she knows what flashing is, but she doesn't know if this will adequately 
solve the problem if this is where the leak is. They won't know, of course, until the roof 
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comes off if this is the source of the leak. She stated that she will give Landscape Designer 
Duran a call regarding this matter. 

VIII. ADOBE NORTH WALL DAMAGE: Ms. Bosley told the Committee that she has spoken 
again with John McCall of Eagle Restoration, and he should be out by the end of the week 
to take a look at the north wall damage. She added that she might ask him to come next 
week so that he can be there when the roof is coming off to see if he has an opinion on the 
wall that has all the water damage. She said she will follow up with him. 

Ms. Freeman asked if John McCall knows how to fix the adobe, and Ms. Bosley responded 
that he does. His company was rebuilding the Olivas adobe wall that collapsed in Ventura, 
in addition to other adobe restoration projects that they have done. 

IX. UPDATE ON TREES IN STRATHEARN PARK: Ms. Bosley reported that she has not 
spoken with Grounds Maintenance Supervisor Krieger yet. Nakaoka mentioned that he 

received a call from a nursery and he believes more trees are coming for Strathearn. Ms. 
Bosley added that she will be at the park on Friday at 9 a.m., and she will send a text to 
Supervisor Krieger about the trees. 

X. UPDATE ON MEETING WITH DISTRICT MANAGER AND DIRECTOR OF 
PLANNING AND MAINTENANCE REGARDING STAFF COST SHARING: Nakaoka 
stated that there is no update on when another meeting will be held, but all the information 
that is needed has been obtained. Nakaoka needs to talk to the District Manager about the 
information and scheduling another meeting. 

XI. COVID REOPENING UPDATE - POTENTIAL MOVE TO RED TIER: Nakaoka told 
the Committee that he suspects Ventura County may be moving to the red tier on 
Wednesday, March 3. Ms. Bosley commented that she believes the County does an 
evaluation every two weeks. Nakaoka added that to move to a less restrictive tier, the 
County must have had 15% availability of ICU beds in hospitals for a period of three 
weeks. Nakaoka is waiting for the County's email regarding what the County will allow, 
and thinks the Governor may be speaking also. Ms. Freeman asked if Strathearn can be 

opened for inside tours, and Nakaoka commented that he doesn't know. He won't know 
until new guidelines come out. Ms. Bosley then commented that after the Governor 

rescinded the stay-at-home order, some changes to the regulations were made which people 
were not aware of. For example, outside dining was allowed, but televisions for the outdoor 

diners was not allowed, and tables were to be 8' apart instead of 6'. If the County does 
move to the red tier, the regulations may be different than the last time. 

Nakaoka stated that the County has been very efficient about putting out information 

regarding the tiers, and his best guess is that when the County moves to the red zone, indoor 
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tours will be permitted on a limited basis and activities in the barn with food may be 
allowed, but with a 6' spacing. 

Ms. Freeman asked if Strathearn will be able to hold ceremonies and events again. She 
hopes we will be able to have the scheduled events and start moving ahead. 

Ms. Valdez responded that she has two ceremonies booked. One is on March 20 and the 
second is on March 28. She also has an outside socially-distanced reception booked for 
April 24, with about 35-40 attendees. 

XII. UPDATE ON CIVIL WAR DAYS IN MAY 2021: Ms. Bosley stated that there is a 
possible window of opportunity for March 15 and 16, but she is not optimistic about it. 
There may not be enough Historical Society volunteers available. She has spoken to 
several Historical Societies who sponsor reenactment events, and they have all pushed their 
reenactment events back to the fall. Ms. Freeman asked if we can put out a call for 
volunteers, possibly among staff or the Chamber of Commerce, and Ms. Bosley responded 
that it is not just about the volunteers. The Historical Society Board has to evaluate if 
enough people will even come. The general feeling is that it would be better to wait until 
the fall, and possibly go with a smaller event. Ms. Olson added that since only a limited 
number of people can be allowed to attend at one time, it may not be worth while to have 
at this time, considering all the work that is involved to put it on. Unlike the Dia de Los 
Muertos event that was held last October, people stay longer at the Civil War Days event, 
and people waiting to attend might have to wait at least a few hours before they could be 
admitted. 

Ms. Bosley commented that they are thinking about something like a Living History Day 
or a twilight tour, among other ideas. 

Ms. Freeman asked what would be the last date to decide about having a Civil War Days 
event in May, and Ms. Bosley stated that she needs a two-month lead time. Ms. Olson 
added that with a two-month lead time needed, a decision would need to be made at next 
week's Historical Society Board meeting. 

XIII. ZOOM DOCENT MEETINGS: Ms. Bosley told the Committee that two Zoom meetings 
have been held with the docents. The first one was held at 9 a.m. on February 19, and the 
second was held at 7 p.m. on February 22 for those who still work. There was a good 
turnout, with 25 docents participating in the two meetings. Among the things they 
reviewed was the Read Across America opportunity. Ms. Bosley reported that she and 
three other docents did a reading and she thoroughly enjoyed it. Officially, Read Across 
America Day in public schools is on March 2, the anniversary of Dr. Seuss's birthday, but 
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as it is being presented via Zoom, it will be offered all week long and teachers can share it 
with their students via Zoom. Ms. Freeman added that it is a great education piece. 

They also did docent recognition for years of service at the Zoom meetings. There are a 
few docents who have 30+ years of service, and one person, Sylvia Moya, has been on the 
Board for almost the same amount of time. 

Board member Kris Grayson reviewed the Board business from the November 2020 and 
January and February 2021 Board meetings with the docents to keep them informed about 
what the Board has been doing. 

The possibility of moving to the red tier was also discussed with the docents. A Committee 
had been formed in October 2020 to talk about recommendations for doing a soft opening. 
The recommendations of the Committee were shared with the docents, and the Historical 
Society will need a month to get everything ready once the County moves into the red tier. 

They also discussed their upcoming events, and are very optimistic that they will be able 
to hold the Dia de Los Muertos event, a twilight tour, and in December the holiday open 
house. 

The docents were told about the fundraising effort to raise money for the publishing of the 
book On the Tapo, and some of the former and current docents have contributed to the 
fundraiser. Ms. Bosley stated that the flyer for the fundraiser is wonderful, and asked who 
made it. Ms. Freeman responded that Sandee Covone, Executive Assistant to the District 
Manager for the Park District, made the flyer. Ms. Bosley added that it is a great flyer and 
she very much appreciates the work Ms. Covone did on it. 

Nancy Kidd, one of the Historical Society's Board members, discussed enrichment 
opportunities with the docents. Recently four docents visited the Stagecoach Inn Museum 
in Newbury Park. The museum was not holding actual tours, but visitors could walk 
around outside and look into the various buildings and there was a socially distanced docent 
at each building who could give information about the building and answer questions. Ms. 
Bosley stated that this could also be done at Strathearn if the docents are interested, and 
they will think about whether or not they would like to do something like this. 

Ms. Bosley stated that the goal of the Historical Society is to hold Zoom meetings for the 
docents once a month until they can meet in person again, and the docents really liked that 
idea. 

XIV. OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST: Ms. Freeman asked how we can get the flyer about the 
new book out to people. Ms. Bosley asked Historical Park Specialist Valdez if she can put 
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the flyer on the Historical Society's Facebook page, and Ms. Valdez responded that there 
is already a link to the book on the Historical Society's webpage. Ms. Valdez also included 
a portion of the flyer in the newsletter that she sent out, so all the docents and the 
membership received this information. Ms. Bosley said she would like to see the flyer 
posted on the Historical Society's Facebook page also, and Ms. Valdez responded that she 
will do that and will also send out another email blast. Joyce Erdman, a supporter of the 
Historical Society who created a GoFundMe page to help raise money for the book's 
publishing, will be sending Ms. Valdez the list of people who contributed through 
GoFundMe. Ms. Valdez is considering doing a page listing the names of the people who 
donated through GoFundMe (with their permission) as an acknowledgement of their 
donation and an incentive to motivate others to donate. 

Nakaoka stated that Sr. Maintenance Grounds Supervisor Kriger will not be able to meet 
with Ms. Bosley on Friday after all, and asked if she will be available to meet at Stratheam 
next week with Krieger and Nakaoka. Ms. Bosley responded that she would be available 
and asked Nakaoka to contact her with his and Krieger's availability. 

XV. SET TIME AND DATE FOR NEXT MEETING: April 5, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. 

XVI. ADJOURN MEETING: The meeting was adjourned by Director Freeman at 6:14 p.m. 

~Nakaoka 
irectorof Planning & Maintenance 
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